Pictures of Episcopal hospital, Philadelphia, PA: part I (1851-1926).
The merit of images, often posed, often retouched, as historical documents has been debated by numerous scholars. Nonetheless, portraits, illustrations, and photographs form one of the more delightful avenues for recapturing elements of medical care as it was practiced in the past. Part one of this two-part photo-essay records the first cycles of growth and contraction that characterized the history of one of Philadelphia's foremost medical institutions: The Hospital of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Philadelphia.